RCIA February 20, 2014
C 13, C 14 Christian Moral living
Workshop Questions
1. Pick one of the following sections of Scripture, and discuss:
What did Jesus mean?
What does this mean concretely to us as Christians today?
If a person was to be convicted of being a Christian, and this Scripture passage was used
as evidence, what would this person be doing/not be doing?
a) Matthew 5:21-26
Concerning Anger
21

“You have heard that it was said to the men of old, ‘You shall not kill; and whoever kills
shall be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother[a]
shall be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother shall be liable to the council, and
whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be liable to the hell of fire. 23 So if you are offering your gift
at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your
gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer
your gift. 25 Make friends quickly with your accuser, while you are going with him to court,
lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in
prison; 26 truly, I say to you, you will never get out till you have paid the last penny.
b) Matthew 5:27-30
Concerning Adultery
27

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that
everyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his
heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and throw it away; it is better that
you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. 30 And if your
right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better that you lose one of your
members than that your whole body go into hell.
c) Matthew5:43-48
Love for Enemies
43

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’
But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you
may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the
good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if you love those who love you,
what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you salute only
your brethren, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?
48
You, therefore, must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
44

d) Matthew 6:1-4
Concerning Almsgiving
6 “Beware of practicing your piety before men in order to be seen by them; for then you will
have no reward from your Father who is in heaven.
2

“Thus, when you give alms, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by men. Truly, I say to you, they
have their reward. 3 But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right
hand is doing, 4 so that your alms may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.
e) Matthew 6:24
Serving Two Masters
24

“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he
will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.
f) Matthew 6:19-21
Concerning Treasures
19

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where
thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also.

2.

In our workday, are there moral decisions that we make? Are we aware of them? Can we
discuss some of them?

3.

Does the virtue of Charity/Love provide direction to our moral life? In what way?

4.

How should you form your conscience? Could it change your views on what is right or
wrong? Should you always follow your conscience?

